The recent ASM 2014 Annual Scientific Meeting and Exhibition was a wonderful event that attracted almost 700 delegates from across Australia and the world over four days (6-9 July) at the Pullman Albert Park. The venue provided an intimate environment which was conducive to networking, socialising and greater interaction between all delegates.
The meeting theme was 'Solving the Puzzles', which reflected the ever-increasing need for collaboration across the diverse areas of microbiology and other disciplines to address the microbiological issues facing our society. Indeed, the general atmosphere of the meeting showed how much microbiologists enjoy working and 
